
Activity Title: Marine Career Wanted Poster 

Subject (Focus/Topic):  This project allows students to 
investigate the marine career of their choice. 

Grade Level: 7 

Average Learning Time: 1 week (perhaps more for those with 
extended time)  2 days for research, 2 days to put together the 
poster, and one day for presentations. 

Lesson Summary (Overview/Purpose): The students will use the 
internet to research the career of their choice and then create a 
wanted poster which will be presented to the class. 

Overall Concept (Big Idea/Essential Question): What does it take 
to have an ocean based career. 

Specific Concepts (Key Concepts):  

N/A 

Focus Questions (Specific Questions):  

1. What post high school training is required for this profession? 
2. Where can you get this training? 
3. How many years is the training? 
4. How much does the training cost? 
5. What are the job options for this profession? 
6. How much does each of those jobs pay? 

Objectives/Learning Goals:  

Given the use of the internet the students will be able to 
describe the necessary training and possible jobs associated 
with a career in the ocean sciences.  The students should get at 
least an 80% on the project (see rubric). 

Background Information: The students need to have a basic 
understanding of the career choices which exist in NOAA.  See the 



link for the page of my blog which will supply this information in the 
additional resources section. 

Special ed students may need to create a powerpoint instead of a 
wanted poster as the final project.  I have found that the wanted 
poster format confuses them and as this project is done near the 
beginning of the year I give them the alternative of a powerpoint (see 
the alternative assignment). 

Common Misconceptions/Preconceptions:  

N/A 

Materials:  

Computers, large sheets of paper, rulers, colored pencils 

Technical Requirements:  

computers 

Teacher Preparation: You should have a basic understanding of 
each career and the answers to the questions.  There are a lot of 
colleges that can offer training for some of these jobs so just have a 
basic idea of what it would cost, don’t try to have all the information 
for every question. 

Keywords: NOAA, NOAA Corps 

Pre-assessment Strategy/Anticipatory Set (Optional):  

Students should read through my blog before beginning the 
assignment. 

Lesson Procedure:  

Day 1:   

1.  Have students log into laptops as soon as they arrive.  They will 
then close the lids so the teacher has the full attention of the class but 
the computers are ready to go when the time comes to research. 



2. Introduce project by showing some pictures and telling some 
stories from my experiences on the Oregon II.  Briefly explain each 
career which is represented on board the ship. 

3. Hand out project sheets and go over the requirements of the 
project.  Have each student choose a career and begin 
researching. See the end of the lesson procedure section for 
the sheet as well as the rubric.  As I mentioned above I have 
found that most special ed students struggle with the wanted 
poster so I assign them a powerpoint instead.  If I have another 
adult in the room I have them take the special ed kids out into 
the hall and explain their project if I don’t I wait until the 
students are researching and pull the students out into the hall 
for a quick explanation of how their project will differ from their 
classmates. 

Day 2:  Continue the research 

Day 3:  Begin creation of project 

Day 4:  Finish project 

Day 5:  Present projects to the class. 

 

Assessment and Evaluation: Standards: 

• National Science Education Standard(s) Addressed:  

o History and nature of science standards – science as a 
human endeavor 

• Ocean Literacy Principles Addressed: 6.b,c,e and g 

• State Science Standard(s) Addressed: Indiana 6-8 WS 4, 6-8 
WS 7, 6-8 WS 8 

• Other National or State Standards Addressed (Optional) 
N/A 

Additional Resources:  



Link to my blog where general career information can be found 

http://teacheratsea.wordpress.com/category/valerie-bogan/ 

Other web pages as the students need, I don’t like to tell them where 
to get their information, I just make sure general research guidelines 
and allow them to find their own way. 

 

Author: Valerie Bogan 

Creation date: July 31, 2012 

 

http://teacheratsea.wordpress.com/category/valerie-bogan/


Wanted Poster!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are a number of very interesting careers which were represented on the Oregon II.  
I want you to choose one of the careers from the list below and create a wanted poster, 
much like they had in the old west, about that career.  Be creative in how each piece of 
research is included in the poster, for example the reward amount could be the cost of the 
training or the amount it pays (be sure to tell me which it is).  Also after your poster is 
complete you have the option of taking it home (don’t forget to bring it back) and altering 
it to make it look old by carefully ripping it, dying it with tea or burning the edges (only 
with adult supervision) 
 
List of possible careers: 
NOAA corps officer 
Ship’s engineer 
Deck crew 
Ship’s steward 
Fisheries scientist 
Chemist 
Biologist 
Oceanographer 
 
 
Research Rules 
 

1. Stay on task – if you are found wondering the web in other pursuits you will lose 
computer privileges 

2. Do not use:  wikipedia, ask.com, answers.com, or any other web pages which 
allows someone to write in with a question and an unnamed person or person to 
answer the question. 

 



Information to research: 
Be sure to include the citation for the webpage which supplied the information. 

1. What post high school training is required for this profession? 
2. Where can you get this training? (If there are several places list at least three) 
3. How many years is the training? 
4. How much does the training cost? (If there is more than one place that offers the 

training just give the cost at one of those places) 
5. What are the job options for this profession? (List at least three) 
6. How much does each of those jobs pay? 

Poster 

Use the information you collected in the above research and create a wanted poster which 
has the following qualities. 

1.   A large title 
2. One picture of someone doing the profession you choose 
3. All writing should be large enough to read from a distance and neatly done. 
4. Add color to your poster by tracing some of your words with colored pencils. 
5. Fill the entire paper. 

Rubric 
 
Your poster will be graded on the following basis. 
 
Title – 5 points possible 
Picture – 5 points possible 
Neat and large writing – 10 points possible 
Color – 5 points possible 
Paper filled – 5 points possible 
All research information must be included on the poster.  Five points for each research 
question, 2.5 for the answer and 2.5 for the citation. 
 
Total points possible 60 
 
 
Alternative Assignment for special ed students 
 
PowerPoint 
 
Use the information from your research to create a PowerPoint which has the following 
qualifications: 
 

1.  A title slide with the profession you choose and your name 
2. One slide for each of  the research questions 



3. A picture on each slide (must be related to the words on the slide) 
4. Background and text colors that are very different from one another, that way the 

words stand out. 
5. No special transitions between slides or words flying in from the side. 

 
Rubric 
 
Your PowerPoint will be graded as follows: 
 
There will be six slides, your title and one for each of the research questions.  Make sure 
the information for each question is typed on the slide which should be titled with the 
question.  Each slide is worth 10 points for a total of 60 points.  Each slide must meet all 
the requirements listed above. 
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