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NOAA Teacher at Sea: Elise Olivieri
Research Vessel Hugh R. Sharp

Mission: Sea Scallop Survey

Geographical area of Cruise: Northwest Atlantic
Date: Monday, May 11, 2009

Weather Data from the Bridge

Air Temperature: 11.83 Degrees
Celsius

Barometric Pressure: 1021 mb

Humidity: 83%

Science and Technology Log
There were 5 tows today on my
shift. | discovered open areas have
far fewer sea scallops in each tow
compared to closed areas. In the
open areas each catch was mostly
starfish and cancer crabs. In the
closed areas there were many sea
scallops and various fish collected.
Five scallops from each basket The dredge

collected were processed for

weight, length, gonad weight, and meat weight. The sex of each sea scallop is also identified and
all data is entered into the FSCS
computer system. The sea scallop
shells were labeled and stored away
for further identification. If the sea
scallops rings are clear and visible,
lab tests can be done to identify its
© N exact age and health. The Nordic

! Pride which is a commercial vessel
contacted us today. The Nordic is
working its way through the areas
the Hugh R. Sharp already sampled.
The Sharp will compare tows with
the Nordic. The Nordic surveyed
with NOAA research vessels before

and is taking this opportunity to

A scallop opened up—the bright orange thing is its gonad ' .
and indicates it's a female (they’re white in males). survey with NOAA again. Inthe



next few days we expect to see the Nordic Pride a few miles away.

Personal Log

Today | feel much more
confident about the tasks at
hand. | have a lot of support
from the crew and the Watch
Chief. I am always up for new
assignments and am very
confident I can complete them
correctly. Around 5:30 AM |
saw about 12 white-sided
dolphins. It was incredible.
They are curious and fast
animals. They swarmed
around the Hugh Sharp for a
while until they got bored with
us and continued on their way.
Not long after the dolphins
appearance 2 Finback whales
surfaced. What an incredible
night. | hope to see more dolphins and whales and hopefully get a picture of them.

Sea stars and sea scallops!

Animals Seen Today
Starfish

Sea Scallops
Horseshoe Crabs
Hermit crabs
Cusk-eels

White Sided Dolphin
Finback Whale



