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NOAA Teacher at Sea: Elise Olivieri
Research Vessel Hugh R. Sharp

Mission: Sea Scallop Survey
Geographical area of Cruise: Mid-Atlantic
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2009

Weather Data from the Bridge

Air Temperature: 10.78 Degrees Celsius
Barometric Pressure: 1030 mb
Humidity: 71 %

Science and Technology Log
Taking part in the 2009
Sea Scallop Survey has
been an experience of a
lifetime. | learned how to
identify many different
species of fish, to use the
FSCS computer system,
and the many sampling
techniques that are
involved in fisheries
research. | met some
incredible people that
inspire me to continue
volunteering whenever |
can for the sake of
scientific research. | am
very familiar now with
many jobs and careers
that one can have
working for NOAA. My
students will be very excited to see all the photographs and data that were collected on this
survey. | have planed numerous activities where my students will use the data collected in the

sea scallop survey which will help prepare them for the New York Schools Regents Examination.
Some research scientists that | have met have promised to come and speak to my classes and
educate my students on the many careers that NOAA offers.

Still sorting!



My roommate Lollie Garay and | had such a remarkable time on the Hugh R. Sharp. Although
we worked different shifts, we had a few hours each day to discuss some lesson plan ideas and

share pictures with each other.

I really enjoyed working with the night watch. My Watch Chief Geoff Shook really knows how
to manage a team. He is full of information, patient, and extremely helpful. Cristina, Geoff,
Steve, Glynn, A.J., and | really worked well together. The Chief Scientist Vic Nordahl is an

amazing guy. He can multitask like no other person | have ever seen. He

The watch team: (in order from left to right) Gary Pearson, Cristina Bascunan,
Vic Nordahl, me, and A. J. Ward.

works on several

different tasks at once
while checking the
data, and even making
a little time for Lollie
and me too! Kevin
Mcintosh is another
incredible scientist.
He and Vic are very
busy running the Sea
Scallop Survey but he
also has made himself
very available to
Lollie and me
whenever we have
any questions. Kevin
is always there to help
with data and explain
how different
instruments work as
well.

I really feel privileged to have had the opportunity to work with such a great group of people. |
will never forget it! | have taken so much away from this trip, and my students will appreciate
all the new knowledge | will continue to share with them. | am very excited to be returning
home tomorrow morning. We are expecting a 10-hour steam tonight and hopefully we will
arrive in Lewes, Delaware around 6:00 AM. The last thing we have to do tonight is clean our
stateroom and the labs. This is easy work compared with all the tows we are accustom to sorting

and measuring.



