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NOAA Teacher at Sea: Laurie Degenhart

NOAA Ship DELAWARE II

Geographical Area: North Atlantic Ocean, 7.5 miles off the New Jersey coast
Date: Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Weather Data from the Bridge
Winds at 170° at 23 knots

Sea temperature: 18.9° C

Air temp 22.6° C

Swells: 1

Atmosphere: Clear

Science and Technology Log
The last two days have been less hectic. The scientists have had to make several repairs. The
sensors on the dredge were having problems recording data. Sean Lucey, Chris Pickett, and TK
Arbusto, as well as other scientists have spent several hours replacing sensors and making sure
that the sensors were logging accurate data.

Laurie and some fellow crewmembers are covered with clay and mud after climbing in the dredge



In order for the survey to be reliable the scientists at sea and in the lab decided that the ship
needed to return to previously tested sites to insure that the sampling techniques had not
changed with the changes in the sensor.

We have sampled both Quahogs and Surf Clams today. It seems that some locations are
dominated by the Quahogs, while others are mainly Surf Clams.

The weather has been hot and humid. So far in the trip, the Delaware Il has been able to avoid
the storms farther to the south. Tonight however, the winds are starting to pick up. We may see
rain!

Today | climbed up in the dredge compartment when it was full of clay. Even though I knew
that the dredge was very safe, | still worried that I might fall into the ocean. The clay was very
dense with rocks. Sean Lucey, chief scientist, used a high pressure hose to loosen the majority of
the mud, but it was still a big slippery muddy job. John, the Chief Bosun, told me that a full load
of mud weighs almost 9000 pounds! There were very few clams in the load.

Personal Log

This shift has been very busy. The tows have been pretty much back to back. All the people on
my shift have formed a great team. Though the work is hard we seem to be able to make it
fun....

I continue to be impressed with the NOAA officers and scientists. The scientists have to have
knowledge of oceanography, marine biology and statistics in order to execute accurate sampling.
Another area of expertise is in trouble shooting all the scientific equipment... after all there is no
running to the hardware store for spare parts. Today when the sensors broke the scientists,
mechanical engineers, and the bosun had to work together to correct the problem.

Both the NOAA officers and the scientists have to be able to cope with volunteers (me included)
that have no knowledge of life at sea. Each new crewmember has learn to fit in...1’m sure that
this tries the patience of the seasoned crew. Being aware of all the ins and outs of life at sea is
quite a learning process. For example, | went to the bridge after dark... it seemed to be pitch
black.... actually the Executive Officer was “on watch” having the lights out made it easier for
him to see both the ocean and the electronic equipment that he had to use in order to safely
captain the ship.

One of my goals for the trip is to put together a collection of photographs that depicts all the
aspects of life aboard the Delaware Il. So far | have over 300 photographs. The crew seems
quite pleased...many members ask if | can take more pictures.

During this voyage | have learned a great deal about how a ship runs. | am very pleased to have
had the opportunity to work aboard the Delaware. | will create a DVD with the images and
video clips that | have gathered. | want to share my experience with students, teachers, and
student teachers. NOAA offers great resources for educators and a vast selection of careers for
those who wish to live a life that is rewarding and exciting.



