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Participants	
  in	
  the	
  Teacher	
  at	
  Sea	
  program	
  not	
  only	
  participate	
  in	
  hands-­‐on	
  research,	
  
they	
  also	
  take	
  great	
  photos	
  and	
  learn	
  interesting	
  facts	
  while	
  they're	
  at	
  sea.	
  Did	
  You	
  
Know?	
  (DYK?)	
  Tweets	
  from	
  the	
  Sea	
  shares	
  a	
  few	
  fun	
  facts	
  that	
  have	
  been	
  collected	
  
from	
  dedicated	
  teachers.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  following	
  lesson,	
  DYK?	
  Tweets	
  from	
  the	
  Sea	
  are	
  used	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  daily	
  
introductory	
  activity.	
  
	
  
Grade	
  Level	
  and	
  Course:	
  I	
  teach	
  a	
  Marine	
  Science	
  1	
  class	
  to	
  sophomores	
  and	
  a	
  few	
  
juniors	
  and	
  seniors.	
  I	
  also	
  periodically	
  use	
  “Did	
  You	
  Know”	
  with	
  my	
  8th	
  grade	
  
integrated	
  science	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
Technology:	
  I	
  use	
  the	
  internet	
  and	
  a	
  “SMART	
  Board”	
  to	
  project	
  daily	
  questions	
  to	
  
my	
  students.	
  	
  As	
  they	
  enter	
  the	
  classroom,	
  the	
  questions	
  are	
  projected	
  on	
  the	
  board	
  
and	
  they	
  can	
  begin	
  class	
  immediately.	
  My	
  first	
  question	
  is	
  usually	
  a	
  riddle	
  or	
  joke,	
  
that	
  pertains	
  to	
  the	
  marine	
  or	
  general	
  science	
  world	
  such	
  as;	
  
	
  
Q:	
  Where	
  can	
  you	
  find	
  an	
  ocean	
  without	
  any	
  water?	
  A:	
  On	
  a	
  map.	
  	
  
 (http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20110324151853AAnGsmV) 
	
  
My	
  second	
  question	
  is	
  usually	
  something	
  personal,	
  such	
  as	
  “	
  What	
  did	
  you	
  have	
  for	
  
breakfast?”	
  or	
  “	
  I	
  feel	
  happy	
  because	
  ______________”.	
  	
  
	
  
And	
  my	
  third	
  question	
  is	
  a	
  “Did	
  You	
  Know?”.	
  	
  I	
  started	
  this	
  in	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  
year	
  and	
  when	
  I	
  used	
  up	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  NOAA	
  Teacher	
  at	
  Sea	
  “Did	
  You	
  Know”	
  questions,	
  
my	
  students	
  enjoyed	
  them	
  so	
  much	
  and	
  questioned	
  me-­‐	
  	
  “Where	
  is	
  our	
  Did	
  You	
  
Know	
  question	
  ?”	
  so	
  I	
  felt	
  compelled	
  to	
  continued	
  them	
  with	
  photos	
  I	
  find	
  on	
  the	
  
internet	
  that	
  pertained	
  to	
  our	
  lessons.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Method:	
  I	
  copy	
  only	
  the	
  “Did	
  You	
  Know”	
  photo	
  onto	
  my	
  list	
  of	
  questions	
  and	
  the	
  
students	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  write	
  whatever	
  they	
  know	
  or	
  hypothesize	
  about	
  the	
  
picture.	
  We	
  discuss	
  their	
  thoughts	
  and	
  I	
  reveal	
  the	
  NOAA	
  TAS	
  “Did	
  You	
  Know”	
  
explanation,	
  by	
  clicking	
  on	
  the	
  NOAA	
  TAS	
  Did	
  You	
  Know	
  link	
  
http://teacheratsea.noaa.gov/resources/did_you_know.html	
  .	
  	
  We	
  continue	
  to	
  share	
  
what	
  else	
  we	
  might	
  know	
  about	
  it,	
  once	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  clear	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  photo.	
  	
  
	
  
Length	
  of	
  Activity:	
  This	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  lesson	
  could	
  last	
  anywhere	
  between	
  two	
  and	
  
10	
  minutes	
  depending	
  on	
  where	
  our	
  discussion	
  goes,	
  I	
  am	
  open	
  to	
  it	
  lasting	
  the	
  
entire	
  class	
  period.	
  
	
  



Objective:	
  I	
  love	
  using	
  the	
  “NOAA	
  TAS	
  –	
  Did	
  You	
  Know”	
  site,	
  because	
  the	
  photos	
  
that	
  I	
  show	
  my	
  students	
  are	
  coming	
  from	
  “cutting	
  edge,	
  current”	
  expeditions.	
  	
  I	
  
would	
  be	
  more	
  than	
  thrilled	
  to	
  use	
  this	
  site	
  on	
  a	
  daily	
  basis	
  because	
  it	
  can	
  connect	
  
my	
  students	
  and	
  myself	
  to	
  NOAA,	
  the	
  Teacher	
  at	
  Sea	
  program	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  many	
  
possibilities	
  that	
  students	
  can	
  study	
  as	
  marine	
  scientists.	
  Another	
  benefit	
  to	
  using	
  
this	
  site	
  daily	
  would	
  be	
  that	
  if	
  we	
  wanted	
  to	
  get	
  more	
  in	
  depth	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  
research	
  or	
  the	
  expedition	
  we	
  could	
  link	
  to	
  the	
  NOAA	
  TAS	
  blogs,	
  especially	
  if	
  it	
  
happens	
  to	
  coincide	
  with	
  the	
  current	
  lessons	
  that	
  I	
  am	
  teaching.	
  However,	
  whether	
  
it	
  does	
  or	
  doesn’t	
  have	
  a	
  direct	
  connection	
  to	
  our	
  current	
  lesson,	
  I	
  have	
  found	
  that	
  
there	
  is	
  always	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  make	
  things	
  connect	
  in	
  the	
  science/marine	
  science	
  world.	
  –	
  
and	
  if	
  I	
  get	
  stumped	
  on	
  a	
  connection,	
  I	
  am	
  confident	
  that	
  one	
  of	
  my	
  students	
  will	
  
make	
  a	
  connection.	
  	
  If	
  we	
  are	
  still	
  stumped	
  on	
  connections	
  one	
  most	
  important	
  way	
  
to	
  ALWAYS	
  use	
  the	
  “Did	
  You	
  Know”	
  is	
  in	
  reference	
  to	
  the	
  scientific	
  method.	
  Asking	
  
students	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  scientific	
  method	
  question	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  photo-­‐	
  or	
  determine	
  the	
  
variables-­‐	
  the	
  list	
  of	
  activities	
  connecting	
  the	
  scientific	
  method	
  seem	
  endless.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Example	
  of	
  daily	
  questions	
  projected	
  on	
  my	
  SMART	
  board.	
  	
  
	
  
January	
  6,	
  2014,	
  Monday	
  	
   	
   	
  
	
  
1.	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  get	
  when	
  you	
  cross	
  a	
  shark	
  with	
  a	
  snowman?	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
2.	
  The	
  best	
  part	
  of	
  my	
  holiday	
  break	
  was	
  _____________________.	
  
	
  
3.	
  Did	
  You	
  Know?	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



FYI	
  
#1.	
  -­‐	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  the	
  riddle	
  is	
  “Frostbite”	
  	
  -­‐	
  taken	
  from	
  
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/jokes/	
  
	
  	
  
#2.	
  I	
  predict	
  most	
  kids	
  will	
  say,	
  “sleeping	
  in!”	
  
	
  
#3.	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  artificial	
  reef	
  taken	
  from	
  form	
  the	
  Did	
  You	
  Know	
  website,	
  	
  
http://teacheratsea.noaa.gov/resources/did_you_know.html	
  
	
  
	
  


